
 
  

 
 

COVID UPDATE 
NYS Testing Requirements for School Districts - Micro-Cluster Pre-Planning 

December 15, 2020 
 

 
 
Dear Somers Families,  
 
I hope this message finds your family safe and healthy. I am writing with an update on the New York 
State testing requirements for school districts within a micro-cluster of COVID-19. Please note that as of 
now, we are not a designated micro-cluster zone, however, we want to be ready should that scenario 
occur. 
 
If we are designated by the New York State Department of Health (NYDOH) as a yellow, orange, or red 
zone, then we must test a percentage of our district population to keep our buildings open. The required 
contact tracing, quarantining and related staffing shortages are still a significant challenge; however, we 
believe that with help from the Westchester Department of Health, we can keep our students in school as 
often as possible. 
 
At the end of this message, you will find instructions for giving consent for your child to be tested. 
 
Testing Initiation 

• The district will be informed by the Westchester Department of Health (WDOH) if we need 
to begin the testing process. 

• The percentage of students, faculty, and staff required to be tested will be based upon the 
zone designation we receive from the NYDOH. 

• Either the NYDOH or the WDOH will provide the tests to SCSD free of charge. 
 
Testing Process 

• Once we are designated a micro-cluster, the entire district will initially transition to at least 
two days of eLearning while we conduct testing. 

• For the first round of testing, we will ask parents to volunteer to have their child tested. 
• All tests will be administered at Somers High School by a SCSD nurse. 
• Students will be assigned a specific hour-long window during which they must arrive for 

testing. 
• Families will receive a phone call directly from the school ONLY if the result is positive. 
• Any child with a positive result must quarantine as directed by WDOH guidelines. 



 
 
 
 

 

 
Test Information 

• The test is the BinaxNOW rapid antigen nasal swab test. 
• Results are available in 15 minutes. 
• Families can opt to use their own health care provider at their own cost. A copy of the 

complete lab report must be sent to the appropriate school nurse. 
 

If our testing results show a positivity rate that is less than the rate in our micro-cluster zone, we can 
reopen our schools and would not need to retest. 
 
Later this week, you will receive an email from Parent Square with instructions for filling out the  
COVID-19 testing consent form for your child. You can also volunteer on that form to have your child 
tested in the first round. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support to keep our community healthy and our children in school. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Raymond H. Blanch 
Superintendent of Schools 

 

NYS Testing Requirements for School Districts - Micro-Cluster Pre-Planning 
Page 2 
December 15, 2020 


